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 in the near future. 
 Kit Farrell is living in his own flat in Bromley, Kent.  
He has recently been up Big Ben for the fifth time and is 
hoping to get a job in Homebase, Morrison’s or B&Q.  He 
attends a youth club on Monday evenings and a salsa class on 
Tuesday evenings, which is run by a Cuban dance instructor, 
where he has been learning different dance techniques.  He 
sends his regards to the staff of Oxfam, Stroud, and 
Emmaus, Nailsworth. 
 Elisa Fletcher is living in Erdington, Birmingham.  She 
completed a Prince’s Trust course in June, currently works 
in a charity shop and attends various clubs and classes 
throughout the week.  She recently got engaged to her 
fiancé, Lee, and also went to Ireland in May. 
 Carla Gwynne is living in a flat in Stourport-on-Severn, 
in a sheltered housing complex run by Wyre Forest 
Community Housing, in the same block as Richard Stevens.  
She is still volunteering at her local Oxfam (for nine years 
now!), attends the Relay Group (for adults with mental 
health conditions), is a part of the “Wee Singers”, her local 
church choir and has recently joined the Arley Kings 
Women’s Institute.  She continues to go cycling, swimming, 
walking and playing her piano and still loves doing her art. 
 She still keeps in touch with ex-students Alice Cuthbert, 
Aaron Lockwood, Robert Winterbottom, Anna Leesley-
Brown, Martyn Rowe, Neil Scahill, Andy Carter, Andy 
Geary, Warrick Bardsley and Oliver Blake.  She would also 
like to get in touch with Ida Raby, Chris Adamson and 
Richard Posnett and with Alison Blackhall, Alexandra Hoppe 
and Sarah Smith.  She sends her warmest love to Frances & 
Bernard Graves, Helen Bermingham, Sue & Leo Reed and 
Rhona Fox. 
 Gareth Holliday is living in supported housing in 
Godalming, Surrey, and sharing with two other people.  
During the week, he attends the Autistic Society day centre, 
where he does lots of different activities, and he enjoys going 
to the cinema, shopping, going to the pub and eating out.  
He says ‘hi’ to Arian and any other staff that remember him. 
 Stewart Hooper emailed us to say that he has now 
moved to Gloucester and is looking to get in contact with 
Russell Nightingale, Russell Grant, Jana Jakalova, Chris 
Adamson, Daniel Hood. 
 Donna Lloyd moved to a new address in Yeovil in the 
spring and recently managed to evict the unwanted mouse 
co-tenant!  She attends CAN (a group for people with 
mental health problems), has successfully completed a 
computer course and is wanting to continue singing and 
clarinet lessons.  She is not currently working, though would 
like to work in a cattery.  She says ‘hello’ to Julian, Cat 

 Joseph Pownall (Adams) is still currently at Her 
Majesty’s pleasure, in HMP Garth, Leyland, though he 
hopes to come and visit when he is able. 
 David Barlow is living in Cheltenham and successfully 
managed to navigate the floods!  He would like to thank 
Helen for his birthday card. 
 Andrew Binnie is living in Chiddingfold, Surrey, with 
his parents.  He is doing courses in cookery and stained 
glass, which he is enjoying very much.  Everything is going 
well and he hopes to move onto his next step in due course. 
 Chris Burdon has recently moved to a new place near 
Langstone Harbour, Portsmouth, and he is now attending a 
new evening group for people with Asperger’s Syndrome.  
He has changed his mind from going to New York to 
wanting to go around the world, has recently been to St. 
Marlo in France and still travels regularly to Newcastle to 
see his family.  He’d like to get in contact with Neil Evans, 
Helen Bond & Chris Evanson and would like to say hello to 
Richard Pirie, whom he regards as a very good teacher.     
His email address is: ChrisBurdon2ard@yahoo.co.uk. 
 Rebecca Bright has been living in a supported house 
for six months now, which is run by the Bromley Autistic 
Trust.  She is living with four others on the autistic 
spectrum, including a friend from primary school, near to 
the supported house Kit Farrell lives in.  The house is big 
and attractive and in a good location, but the downside is 
that she only receives four hours support, which she has to 
pay for herself, which is why she is going to have a trial at a 
supported house in Penge., where she will be from 13th 
August for a month, and then will come the big decision on 
where she prefers to live.  She has viewed the house in 
Penge twice, but was not too pleased.  The good thing 
about it is that she will get a lot more support there and it 
will be fully funded.  She says hello to Julian and Alec Hole. 
 Rebecca Crowther recently wrote to Maria, saying 
that she had a busy holiday doing charity work and nursery 
work.  She is at Thanet College studying work skills, which 
she enjoys, and does work experience in the Somerfield café 
at weekends and charity work at Cancer Research on 
Saturdays.  She’s going to Dorset to see Tom Best & Daniel 
Lewis and says that Isaac Davison has gone to Canada to 
emigrate.  She loves looking at the pictures in her photo 
album & thinking of us all. 
 Martyn Cupitt is living with his parents in 
Cheltenham.  He has just bought a boat with his dad and is 
enjoying doing jobs on it to make it look good.  He goes to 
college twice a week and has a small job at a local hotel 
doing gardening.  He says hello to Rob Poole and Birgit and 
Phil.  He has been to Spain this year and hopes to get a flat 

Welcome to the edited highlights of letters, email and personal visits from ex-students.  
Another packed ex-files for the Winter edition, so please keep in touch as the magazine is a 
valuable way to keep in touch and show what ex-students are doing.   We hope you enjoy this 
issue and I look forward to getting your news for the next edition (deadline 15th February 2008).   
Best wishes from all the staff.  Will Mercer (william.mercer@rmc.rmet.org.uk). 
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1996 and says ‘hello’ to Richard Pirie. 
 Neal Patel is living in Greenford, Greater London, in 
his own flat (jointly owned with a local housing 
association), just five minutes away from his mum’s house, 
which makes him very happy.  After leaving RMC, he did 
try a catering course, but now he’s doing drama, media & 
photography at Acton College.  He had a very enjoyable 
time at Ruskin Mill and misses all the people he knew and 
made friends with.  He is also very proud of all the OCN 
work he did here.  Ruskin Mill was very helpful and 
helped with his confidence, and he says ‘hi’ to Naomi, 
Nina, Carl Johnson, Richard Turley, Iona and Andrew 
Blandford. 
 Michael Regan is living in Oakham, Leicestershire, 
where he has been for a year and a half and he loves it.  He 
has got his certificate in welding, has bought himself an 
automatic scooter and is hoping to arrange more work 
experience with his employment advisor.  He sends his 
best wishes to everyone, including Kate (who he still 
thinks of). 
 Patrick Reilly is now living in Southampton, 
Hampshire, where he attends college regularly, doing 
GCSE Maths and computing.  He also does voluntary 
work at Cancer Research UK, which he enjoys doing.  He 
says ‘hello’ to Barry Boyt. 
 Victoria Smith is living at Oaklands Park, in 
Newnham on Severn, Gloucestershire, and has been there 
since 2005.  She works in lots of houses there, cleaning 
and doing housework, helps cook the communal lunch on 
Wednesday, works in the park gardens and attends a 
weekly painting group.  She likes collecting and watching 
lots of DVDs and hopes to eventually get married and own 
her own house and car.  She keeps in contact with James 
Ryan, Daniel Wood and her new boyfriend, Aaron 
Lockwood, and would like to contact Sarah Fisher. 
 Benjie Ward is still living with his parents in 
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire.  He works five days a 
week at the Dayesford Organic Farm Shop, serving lots of 
different people with food and drink, which he loves 
doing.  Sometimes he goes to London during the weekend 
or stays at home to go cycling or visit friends.  He loves 
meeting people. 
 Robert Winterbottom is living in Woking and 
Weybridge, in Surrey.  He does charity shop work, works 
at a local hospital on Fridays and attends social and activity 
clubs a couple of days a week.  In the future, he would 
maybe like to travel and then settle down in “the right 
place” for him.  He keeps in contact with Carla Gwynne, 
says ‘hello’ to all ex-students who remember him and 
wishes all the current staff and students all the best regards 
for the future. 
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Mead, Caro, John Barnfield, Jez, Nina and Barry & 
Diane, and would like to contact Cat Mead and Nina. 
 Robert Lock is still living with his parents in 
Witham, Essex, and he’s still working (and doing really 
well) at the Dalehire plant, where he’s learning new 
things all the time and getting to know how engines and 
mechanical stuff like this works.  He is retaking his A+ 
computer exams and is putting in for his level 3 NCFE 
computer maintenance course.  He has a new girlfriend, 
Rosie, who is on the autistic spectrum.  He says ‘hello’ to 
Barry & Diane, Jon Cooper, Roger, Caro, Ken, Rich 
Pirie, Michael Madigan etc. and says a very big ‘thank 
you’ to Barry & Diane throughout his four years, because 
without them it would be a very different story. 
 Aaron Lockwood is living in Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire, and still enjoys Transformers, whilst 
planning to be popular, rich and famous.  He still keeps in 
contact with Carla & Vicky and would like to contact 
Kirstie Powell, Emma Potter & Ida Raby.  He has 
recently completed a one-week Japanese course, for 
which he received a certificate, and plans to go on holiday 
to Japan, France & America one day.  He is also planning 
to create an album of songs from the 70s & 80s and 
dedicate an album to all his family and friends. 
 Emma Merrifield is still living in Bishop Stortford, 
Hertfordshire, with her young Labrador, Taz, and next 
door to her new boyfriend, David.  She is enjoying herself 
and says ‘hi’ to everyone. 
 Ryan Mills is living with his grandmother in Kilsby, 
Warwickshire.  He has recently got involved with 
Internet chatting and, when not doing that, also plays his 
guitar and football.  He has started an art course in 
Leamington and is learning to ride a bike. 
 Michael Nares is living in Sheffield and has been 
accepted to study music at Sheffield University in 
September 2008.  Most of his time is currently taken up 
with his music, though he is also doing the Jobsteps 
programme to help him with job applications.  He is 
looking to start playing the piano in a Chesterfield nursing 
home soon and is attending other courses this year in 
silversmithing, jewellery and sound recording. 
 He would like to say that too many staff to name all 
helped him along the way and that now he is leading a 
really happy and fulfilled life and is a happy and confident 
person who has had fantastic opportunities and has made 
many happy memories which he hopes he will never 
forget.  He also says that he will see some of us again 
when next he pops in to either Ruskin Mill or Freeman 
College. 
 David O’Rourke is living in a community house in 
Cardiff, with six clients and staff, where he goes to 
college to do English and goes shopping at Tesco.  He 
often goes to see his family, also in Cardiff.  He left in 

Would any ex-student who wishes to visit any of our colleges, please make an appointment.  With thanks. 
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1. Sky High  
2. X-Men 
3. Final Destination 
4. Nanny McPhee 
5. King Kong 
6. Harry Potter 
7. Flubber 
8. Fantastic Four 
9.The Love Bug 
10. Constantine 
11. Spider-Man 
12. Scooby Doo 
13. Freaky Friday 
14. Lizzie McGuire 
15. Agent Cody Banks 
16. Star Trek: Nemesis 
17. Jumanji 
18. Ghost Busters 
19. To Brave Alaska 
20. The Incredibles 
21. Spy Kids 
22. The Mask of Zorro 
23. Pirates of the Caribbean 
24. Edward Scissorhands 
25. The Lord of the Rings 
26. Superman Returns 
27. Casino Royale 
28. The Fifth Element 
29. Twelve Monkeys 
30. The Twilight Zone 
31. The BFG 
32. Big 
33. Alien 
34. Jaws 
35. Eragon 

Words 
Cat  
Fly  
Eel  
Dog 
Hamster  
Dolphin  
Horse  
Otter  
Zebra 
Panda 
Parrot  
Rabbit 
Bee   
Swan 

Lion 
Snake 
Iguana 
Tiger   
Ant 
Mouse  
Panda   
Bear   
Lovebirds  
Chinchilla 
Kangaroo 
Starfish  
Spider  
Snail  
Frog         

By Charlotte Manship,  
1st-year, FMC 
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 The Glasshouse Studio Theatre is situated at The Glasshouse College and 
the Ruskin Glass Centre which includes a visitors’ centre housing some of England’s 
leading traditional contemporary glass designers and makers. 
 Tickets for theatre events are available on the door and doors are open 30 minutes 
prior to each event.  Reservations are to be collected 15 minutes prior to the event.  
Exhibitions are open from 10 am to 4 pm, Monday to Saturday. 
 Workshops on site include glassblowing, blacksmithing, glass-cutting and jewellery, 
and are open between 9 am and 5 pm, Monday to Saturday.  The Glasshouse College 
also includes workshops on jewellery, mask-making pottery and weaving and can be 
visited by appointment.  For more information contact: 
 

Glasshouse College Office on 01384 399400. 
Box Office: 01384 399430;  Administration: 01384 399458.   

Email:  glasshousetheatre@ruskin2003.fsnet.co.uk 
Website: www.rmet.org.uk 

 RMET has a mutually beneficial arrangement with the trustees of the Merlin 
Theatre in Nether Edge, Sheffield. This allows Freeman College to be involved in 
continuing the rich tradition of community based theatre and adult education that has 
taken place at the Merlin Theatre for the past three decades. For more information on 
the programme for The Merlin Theatre contact: 
 

The Merlin Theatre, 2 Meadow Bank Road, Nether Edge, Sheffield, 
S11 9AH.  Telephone & Fax: 0114 255 1638 

Ruskin Mill runs a Cultural Programme of live 
events, lectures, exhibitions and workshops. 

 

REGULAR EVENTS AT RUSKIN MILL 
 

Rag Rugs & Felting with Margaret Docherty 
(01453 833320).  Felt Courses and Plant 

Dye Workshops with Marianne van der Tas 
(01453 762862).  Soapmaking with Jonathan 
Code (01453 766931).  Stonecarving with 
Greg Tricker (01453 755352).  Children’s 

Storytelling (01453 833861) 
 

The Coffee Shop is open daily, 11 am – 4 pm, 
with lunch from 12.45 pm (no lunch on Sunday).    

Phone 01453 837514. 
 

The Gallery is open for exhibitions daily, 
10 am – 5 pm. 

 

For information about the events programme, 
booking or to add your name to our mailing 

list, please contact us on: 
 

Telephone:  01453 837537 
Email: sue.smee@rmc.rmet.org.uk 

Website: www.rmet.org.uk 

THE MERLIN THEATRE 

RUSKIN MILL COLLEGE 

CULTURAL EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 

GLASSHOUSE STUDIO THEATRE 

  

Ross Eglinton 
Chris Enright 
Michael Fleary 
Lizzie Flood 
Martin Flynn 
Sam Garret 

Steven Gould 
Sarah Grime 
Mark Hafner 

Jason Hall 
Louis Heather 

Matthew Holmes 
Andrew Kang 

Anthony Allen 
Joshua Bartel 

Andrew Boyes 
Christina Bullen 
Kristian Caesar 

Hayden Coulter Phillips 
Sarah Daniels 

John Dean 
Carl Docherty 

Lorna Dye 
Jordan Edge 

Michael Edyvean 
Philip Elwell 

Special thanks to Paul Jackson for technical support, Chris Day for co-ordinating, layout & design of all Glasshouse features, Jenny 
McDavid, Sandra Thomas, Annette Petch and Angela Bell at Freeman College, Richard Thatcher for word-processing, proofreading and 

additional support and to all those unnamed members of staff and students who have supported the magazine from behind the scenes. 

Run of the Mill is edited and set by Will Mercer at Ruskin Mill. Email: william.mercer@rmc.rmet.org.uk 

Printed by Severnprint Limited, Gloucester – ISDN 300514 – www.severnprint.co.uk. 

Contributions by students Contributions by  
staff  & others 

Peter Bateman 
Cathy Blofield 
Helen Bower 

Keith Brocklehurst 
Simon Bruntnell 
Michael Chase 
Berni Courts 
Michal David 

Alan Devonport 
Aonghus Gordon 

Trauger Groh 
Richard Heinberg 

David Heugh 

Spot the Difference (p.XX): Cartman has a black tooth. Stan has googly eyes. Kyle is scared instead of happy. Kenny is cross. Birds 
in the sky. Sunny day. Sky is a different colour. One of Cartman’s buttons is a different colour. Spotty cloud. Stan’s eyes are brown. 
Cartman’s eyes are green. Kyle’s eyes are brown. Kenny’s eyes are blue. Stan’s hat is a different colour. Stan’s mittens are missing. 
Kenny’s right thumb is purple.  Sign is a different yellow. 

Katherine Kelly 
Shane Kenny 

Charlotte Manship 
Andrew Meakin 
Toby Merivale 

Matthew Notridge 
Gemma Picton 

John Powell 
Phillip Pearce 
Adam Read 

Mark Roberts 
Kristina Roscoe 
Gareth Taylor 

Brendan Hewitt 
Melvyn Jarman 

Marina Kurbakova 
Jenny McDavid 

Vera Milko 
Jack Norris 

Katya Pokataeva 
Peter Skinner 

Laurence Smith 
Hiroshi Suzuki 
Sandra Thomas 

Mrs Takla 
Siân Williams 



Photography 
at Freeman College  

with tutor Sandra Thomas 

Photographs on the left by Anthony Allen, first-year and 
below by Gemma Picton and Lorna Dye, first-years.  




